Babe Ruth

7-time World Series Champion
Career Batting Average: .342
Career Home Runs: 714

Career Pitching Record: 94-46
Career ERA: 2.28
1st in All-Time slugging percentage: .690
1stin All-Time OPS: 1.164
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My Brothers:

As we anticipate the next blast of winter weather predicted for the Heartland this weekend,
let’s gather 'round the old Hot Stove and chew on a few matters, mostly baseball-related:

It's just one man’s opinion, but | think the Padres will rue the day they
~ inked Manny Machado to his ten-year contract for $300,000,000. The guy
has talent, yes, but he is pond scum.

I have no idea where Bryce Harper will end up. | thought sure he would
-  be a Yankee or a Phillie by now.

I am good with this year’s Hall of Fame class: Mariano Rivera, Edgar Mar-

- tinez, Roy Halladay, and Mike Mussina. But | don’t understand why a part-

time player (i.e., a reliever) is the first and to date only unanimous selec-

tion. | mean, not Willie Mays? Not Hank Aaron? Not Cal Ripken? Not
Greg Maddux? Come on.

I loved watching Larry Walker play. But Larry Walker does not belong in
the Hall of Fame. Ditto Todd Helton.

| love the fact that Barry Bonds and Roger Clemens are not yet in at
Cooperstown. And | loved Roger Clemens as a player. As a lying sack of
peat moss, however, | hated him.



I understand that they are talking about adding the Designated Hitter rule

~  to the National League. That almost makes me sick to my stomach. The

powers-that-be will surely ruin our National Pastime if we give them
enough leeway.

Sayonara, Smilin’ Timmy Miles. It was grand to know ye.

THE SIREN SONG OF SPRING

PLAY BALL! At this edition goes to press, the Phillies and the Rays are pitted against each
other in the Grapefruit League opener at Fort Charlotte, officially commencing the Spring
Training season.

In less than two weeks, | plan to be sitting in the cheap seats at Steinbrenner Field in Tampa,
taking in a Spring Training contest between the St. Louis Cardinals and the New York Yan-
kees, which can only mean one thing--this god-awful Nebraska winter is almost over. Some-
body pinch me!

TRIP UPDATE

We have more commitments for our HSL Trip to Arlington on June 7-9, with recent affirma-
tives received from ltchie and Curby, which brings us to a total of 9 “yeses.” However, we
also have an additional “no” to add to PAwesome’s declination, this from our beloved Under-
belly who reports he will be attending some sort of vague ceremony for some undisclosed
shirttail relative in some unannounced location. Sounds like it’s time for a polygraph.

Out? Lame Excuses for Those in Column 2

Int
Stretch \/
v

Shamu

1 Paddlers of their own canoes.
2 Non-paddlers.
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Big Guy

Mouse

Skipper

B.T.

Screech

ltchie

ANANANENENENEN

Curby

PAWesome \/ Too busy with work
Too busy with family

Purported trip to Ireland

Bunionectomy procedure that week

Tracy says no friggin’ way

Acolyte duty at church

Fear of insecure southern border

Clear conflict of interest

Dog ate his homework

Underbelly \/ Allegedly attending mysterious “ceremony”
for unnamed kin at undisclosed location

Polygraph date TBA

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Just over 27 years ago, our man lItchie (before he was known by that moniker, or as
“Bender,” or as “Foster,” or as “Rafsanjani,” or as . . . well, you get the point), he was
preparing for matrimonial bliss, as memorialized by the below article from the Omaha World
Herald dated January 9, 1992, which was reprinted with permission in an issue of From the
Bullpen that same January.
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THURSDAY

®maha @arld-DHerald a8

Are Wedding Bells to Ring
Jor Omaha Playboy?

Omaha (AP) - In a surprise announcement mads last
weelt, Omaha credit-card magnate and reputed grngster

a1 First Dam Resources ended decades of nomors and
wpeculation of closet homosexmality in making the
annOUNCeTIeNt.
x

Although detmils are skeichy, scurces closs to
Tiucien report that he shamelessly boggod for the hand
of his fisncs on Christmus Eve before dozens of family
membecs and friends, employing his best saleemen’s
rhetonic m couvincing the young lady to accept his offer
withour giving har zima 10 fully consider the poasible

q of the ion. Liks many a First
Data chent, Anne accopted Thislen's pledge of faithful
service and mariral bounry without scraching below the
mugface Io puncture his superficial sxterior.

‘Thielea's prospective bride, who refused to disclose
ber last name or 10 bo mtsrviewsd for this article,
reportadly has cogaged legal cotmsel to sscure a written

commitment of Thiclen's manifest engagement proms-
en, mcluding his his d ph
would be removed from its showplace on the Thislen
fireplaco mantel.

Teatstive plana call for s August 1992 wedding at
the temple of Thiclan’s personal basemeat shrine in
west Omaha, with a reception, to follow st one of Thiel~
en’'s favorite bachelor baunes, Moxie's Loungs on West
Center Street. A thorong of well-wishors and family

bors is expected o attend, including Thielen's
beloved Aunt Linda of the Twin Cities.

When told of the wedding snnouncement, Thielen's
fellow managers in the Eastern Nebrasia Hot Stove
Leagus expressed amusement, but only muld surprise.
Bob "Mastoospicler® Hurdbut, munager of the rival
Lincoln, Tribe, stated that "] alwazs knoo hat Sandfiger
wood ke the plung, but it's sad too thmk that we'll
probly never sca him agam. Hs never was the masnr
of his own shipp, but now he’ll never even paddel his
own kange.” Huribu added, “And by the way, did I
enenchun that I love my life?”

Long-tlime companion and repuisd Thielen playmste
Chuck “Shamu-Gone-Bad® Sinclir, who receatly
announced his own . Wak More optimist

"Now tut Thislen will be mamed, maybe he’ll have me.
over for dinger more often. I wonder if they’ll have
free booze and chow at the reception.”

Nommally reserved fellow team-owner Dennis ~Pip-
squeak” Bontragor was harsh in hiz sssessment of the
thuroh from the first duy they siarted dating, snd after
he's married, ho won't be able to put on & cleag pair of
socks without gethog permussion from the queen. His
wild and crary days of geiting a mootful snd squaring
off witk Ringo for & gams of wiple Yahtzse are liks
WhiteSot's glory days as League champicon — socicat
history.”

When told of hus fellow mansgers’ comments,
Thielen grinned sheepishly and stated, "Il be the one
wearing the pants in this family. Just ask Apne. She
just made mo a new pair of denim bellbottoms with her
name embroidered on the pockets.*

And so it seems s long and storied chapter in the
history of ons of Omaha’s most eligible bachelors has
been closed.  As succinedly put by aa anonymous
League pundit, “He must have been tred of being
bappy.©

“0K, but only until | find someons
better.”

That’s it for this issue.

Skipper

*x K KX KX KX KX K

Back at you next week.
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