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DRAFT DAY JULY 20 AT 6 PM 

 
Gentlemen: 
 
Assuming that there is a professional baseball season,1 the Hot Stove League will hold its 
2020 Draft via Zoom technology on the evening of Monday, July 20, beginning at 6 p.m.  This 
blessed event was scheduled for this date via our recent Zoom meeting set up by Sunny, 
which took place on Monday, June 29, at which time--will wonders never cease--ten of the 
thirteen of us were able to figure out how to access the meeting and participate.  Only the 
oldest (Underbelly and SloPay) and youngest (Tirebiter) among us were unable to participate, 
for reasons about which we will not speculate here.   
 
In any event, make sure that you have the Draft on your calendar, and let the preparations 
begin! 
 

IN CELEBRATION OF MASTHEADS 
 
I thought it would be fun for all of us to take a look at the various mastheads that we have 
used in our league organ (From the Bullpen), since its inception many moons ago.  So without 
further ado, here you are: 
 
 
 

 
1 And we all know that this is a huge assumption at this point, but we remain ever hopeful. 

 

Bob Gibson and Stan Musial,  
Spring Training 1961, Tampa Bay 

Angry no more. 

FROM THE BULLPEN 
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2020 Season 36 

 

 
 

2019 Season 35 

 

2018 Season 34 
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2017 Season 33 

 

 
 

2016 Season 32 
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2015 Season 31 

 

 
 

2014 Season 30 

 

 
 

2013 Season 29 

 

 
 



Edition No. 12 - 07/02/20 - Page 5 of 15 
 

2012 Season 28 

 

 
 

2011 Season 27 

 

 
 

2010 Season 26 

 

 
 

2009 Season 25 
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2008 Season 24 

 

 
 

2007 Season 23 

 

 
 

2006 Season 22 
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2005 Season 21 

 
 

 

 
 

2004 Season 20 

 

 
 

2003 Season 19 
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2002 Season 18 

 

 
 

2001 Season 17 

 

 
 

2000 Season 16 

 

 
 

1999 Season 15 
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1998 
1997 
1996 
1995 
1994 
1993 
1992 
1991 
1990 
1989 
1988 
1987 
1986 
1985 

Season 14 
Season 13 
Season 12 
Season 11 
Season 10 
Season 9 
Season 8 
Season 7 
Season 6 
Season 5 
Season 4 
Season 3 
Season 2 
Season 1 

 

 
 

Just one more reminder of how fortunate we are to have the very talented Linda at the wheel.  
Thanks, Linda! 
 

BASEBALL CARDS FROM THE PAST 
 

I recently happened across a packet of really cool old baseball card reproductions, and I share 
with you now the card for William Bailey, a pitcher for the St. Louis Browns, who batted .286 
in 1909. 
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OF BEAUTIFUL FRIENDSHIPS 

 
I don’t know how many of you read the article in the newspaper last Sunday, about two 
former NFL players, one Black and one white, who now live in Omaha and have become the 
best of friends.  The part about Dave Tollefson being pulled over in San Francisco when he 
was 19 years of age, and his three Black friends’ reactions to the cop stop, was revelatory.  
I hope you find it as inspirational as I did.     
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STRUTHER MARTIN WOULD BE PROUD 
 
Last week as I was preparing to head to Pittsburgh for my annual endoscopic ultrasound (this 
was year 13 in the Steel City), we had some good HSL email communication about the tearing 
down of the Confederate monuments and so forth.  As is often the case, Sunny shared with 
us some very wise words about the importance of honest communication between members 
of our august group, which I share with you again now: 
 

Brothers: I do not believe that the Dixie Chicks should “Shut up 
and sing” or LeBron should “Shut up and dribble.”   
 
I think we are more than baseball fans.  We are citizens; intelli-
gent hard-working citizens of a country that we all love.   
 
It is not much of a secret that members of our group hold a vari-
ety of political views. In a way we in the HSL are a microcosm of 
a segment, (although admittedly, but not embarrassed to say, 
not particularly diverse segment…no big deal..) of our society.   
 
So what I love about the e-mail exchanges of last evening is the 
different views, expressed eloquently and thoughtfully, yet 
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opposed respectfully and equally eloquently and thoughtfully. We 
can disagree.  And we do disagree.  There is no way that my 
political views will ever align with each and every member of our 
group.  But because we know each other; have spent time with 
each other and love and respect each other to such a great ex-
tent, we can have such dialogue in a thoughtful and respectful 
manner. Our country needs more of this, not less.  
 
We give each other a lot of crap over the years for a variety of 
foibles and fuck-ups….but damn if we don’t keep coming together 
and horribly miss it when we can’t.  
 
I love it and have never been more proud of our group.  Keep it 
up. Keep it thoughtful.  Keep it respectful and Keep it coming!  
We can be something more than just a group of guys who love a 
game.  
 
I miss you all and miss our game.  We can go back to baseball, 
but no need to shelve our citizenship. 

 
For me, the open dialogue continued in Pittsburgh with my brother Dan, a transplanted Texan 
through and through, and my old fraternity friend Brian Hennings, who was raised in a mili-
tary family2 and is as staunch a Republican I have ever known.  After our procedures at the 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, Brian picked us up and took us out to lunch and then 
golfing at his country club.3  After our nine holes of golf on a beautiful course, we went out 
to dinner and had a few cocktails and then launched into a very robust conversation about 
politics, Black Lives Matter, and all of Obama’s many accomplishments throughout his eight 
years as president.  It was great stuff--even though we could not have disagreed more on 
many of the subjects that we were talking about--but it was all done with the utmost respect, 
no anger, and with a true desire to understand someone else’s point of view. 
 
So what we didn’t have here, as Struther Martin might say, was a “failure to communicate.”  
It was great communication, from beginning to end, and I think we all three are better for it. 
 
Bottom line, boys:  Let’s keep talking, even about today’s difficult topics. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 His father Paul was a “bird colonel” and his mother was an air force wife to the Nth degree, moving 
their family something like 18 times in 19 years. 
3 Treesdale, a Bushwood copycat, where Ben Roethlisberger is a member. And who also plays with his 
golf shirt untucked. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, AMERICA! 

 
I hope you all have a terrific and safe July 4th holiday.  God bless us, one and all. 
 
 
Skipper 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


