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RIP, TOM TERRIFIC 

 

 
 

Brethren: 
 
This edition of From the Bullpen will include bookend memorials. First, we glumly acknowledge 
the passing of Tom Terrific, the great Tom Seaver, No. 41, he of the 1969 Miracle Mets, who 
captured the imagination of New York City and all of America with their magical, miracle 
season, coming from ten games behind in August to seize the pennant, and then besting Earl 
Weaver’s powerful Orioles in five games in the 1969 World Series. 
 
It was with much sadness that I learned of Seaver’s passing while sitting out on my back deck 
on Wednesday night watching the Dodgers and the Diamondbacks in a classic pitchers’ duel.  
Tom Terrific personified all that is good and right about our national pastime. Hard-working, 
intelligent, good-looking, a good guy, and so damned good at what he did, a master of his 
craft.  Not only did Seaver win 311 games in his 20-year career, he also struck out a total of 
3,640 batters. He is the only major league pitcher ever to strike out ten consecutive hitters. 
On April 22, 1970, he tied the then-major league record by striking out 19 San Diego Padres 
in one game, including a record 10 strikeouts in a row to finish this Mona Lisa of the mound. 
 

 

Bob Gibson and Stan Musial,  
Spring Training 1961, Tampa Bay 

Angry no more. 
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While Seaver’s death may have come as no surprise--since his dementia was announced by 
his family more than a year ago--it nevertheless hurts.  RIP, Tom Terrific. We barely knew 
ye, laddie. 
 

CUBS ADD TO LEAD 
 
Shamu’s sizzling Cubs continue to lead the way in the Hot Stove League standings, through 
6 weeks of play, including games of Sunday, August 30.  Here are the full standings and 
weekly point totals for last week: 
 

 
 
Here are the player point totals for the season and for last week: 
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SKIP SEZ 
 

• The pick of the Draft so far has got to be Manny Machado of the Bear Devils, who was 
snapped up in the 4th round by Denny; followed closely by Nelson Cruz of the Mon-
archs, who was adroitly selected by the Monarchs in the same round.  However, while 
modesty prevents me from tooting my own horn, others might say that the Senators’ 
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pick of Mike Yastrzemski in Round 19 was a stroke of genius, since Carl’s grandson is 
now the sixth highest-ranked hitter.  And let’s also not forget that the Senators drafted 
ninth-best hitter Kyle Lewis in the 29th round, but then impatiently cut him loose during 
the first week of play before he was picked up by Shamu in the free agent draft. Curses. 

 
• Over on the pitching side of the equation, it appears that the biggest steal of the Draft 

was Big Guy picking up Lance Lynn (No. 2 overall) in the 10th round, followed by Shamu 
picking up Sonny Gray in the 9th, Tricko picking up Kenta Maeda in the 9th, and the 
Bombastic Teuton grabbing Zac Gullen in the 12th; and let’s not forget about Underbelly 
slyly picking up Dylan Bundy in Round 18. 

 
• Who are the biggest disappointments so far?  Take your pick.  Of the 13 players taken 

in the first round of the draft, only Mookie Betts (No. 4 hitter) and Mike Trout (No. 7 
hitter) are in the top 10 lists of pitchers or hitters. 

 
 

THIS ‘N’ THAT 
 

• I have almost finished reading a book about the 1918 pandemic, the so-called Spanish 
Flu, which allegedly was rooted in western Kansas. More on that book in a future edition 
of FTB.  But while thinking about it, did you know that because of that pandemic and 
because of World War I, the 1918 major league season was shortened by about a 
month? I don’t remember ever hearing that or reading about that before. The regular 
season that year ended on September 1, 1918, followed by the World Series matchup 
between the Boston Red Sox and the Chicago Cubs.  The Beantown nine of course won 
that World Series over the Cubs, with the help of a young stud pitcher by the name of 
George Herman Ruth, who pitched a shutout in game 1 of the Fall Classic--played at 
Comiskey Park--and then picked up another win for the BoSox in Game 4 at Fenway 
Park.  It was not until the next season that the Bambino focused on hitting and shat-
tered the major league home run record with 29.  And of course his reward for that 
was being traded by Red Sox owner Harry Frazee to the New York AL club, where Ruth 
became the greatest star the game has ever known.   

 
• Has anyone seen the ESPN special on Bob Uecker, narrated by Bob Costas, which in-

cludes his acceptance speech at Cooperstown when he was inducted into the Hall of 
Fame as a broadcaster?  If you haven’t, you should YouTube it.  The piece includes 
humorous pans around the crowd which show many of the game’s greatest players 
laughing to the point of tears.  In terms of deadpan delivery, Uecker is the baseball 
version of Leslie Nielsen.  Watch it. 

 
 

IN MEMORIAM 
 
We conclude this issue of From the Bullpen on a sad but necessary note, with a tribute to Deb 
Blongewicz. To those of you who were not able to make it to her funeral service in Leawood, 
I am including hereinbelow the information about her and the picture of her from the memorial 
service bulletin. 
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The world is now indeed a lesser place without Deb. She was a warm and wonderful, caring 
and compassionate mate, daughter, sister, stepmother, aunt and friend. May her soul be at 
eternal rest and peace. 
 

* * * * * * 
 
 
In closing this issue of FTB, to our brother Jon, and to all the HSL brotherhood, we wish for 
you and your families a safe and peaceful Labor Day weekend. 
 
 
 
 
Skipper 
 
 

 


