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Laddies, 
 
On the heels of last week’s wildly popular Edition No. 23 of FTB, which drew a fairly predict-
able response from the rank and file1, I’ll take another stab at the old pinata by reporting 
ever so briefly on the marvelous book that I am just now rounding the corner on: 
 

 
 
In this easily manageable (174 pages) read about Roger Angell the writer, I learned or re-
learned that Angell started out his writing career not as a sports writer for The New Yorker, 
but while in college where he wrote and edited for The Harvard Crimson newspaper.  Later, 
while in the Army Air Force during World War II, he was stationed in Honolulu, Hawaii, and 

 
1 As in crickets. 
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worked there as a writer and editor for Brief, the Seventh Air Force GI magazine. After the 
war ended, Angell returned to the Big Apple and went to work for a fledgling magazine known 
as Magazine X.  A short while later he took a job working for a magazine known as Holiday, 
whose roster included such celebrated writers as William Faulkner, Carl Sandberg, William 
Saroyan, Ian Fleming, Ogden Nash, Arthur Miller, James Thurber and John Steinbeck, among 
others. 
 
Between 1946 and 1960, Angell published 21 fictional (mostly non-baseball) stories in The 
New Yorker.  In 1956, Angell left Holiday and accepted a job as an editor of fiction at The 
New Yorker, where his mother, Katharine White, had worked for many years but had recently 
retired. Although he had written a couple of stories about baseball for Holiday2 it wasn’t until 
the winter of 1962 when William Shawn, then the Editor of The New Yorker, mentioned to 
Angell that he would like more sportswriting in the magazine, and suggested to Angell that 
he try and write a non-fiction piece about baseball, and that perhaps he could find something 
interesting in that realm. The assignment was vague, and Angell was admittedly apprehen-
sive about it, but it was agreed that he would head down to Florida that March and explore 
the sport. 
 
While it may or may not have been apocryphal, Shawn reportedly said something like, “Won-
derful, take your time there, see what you find. But tell me, again, what exactly is ‘Spring 
Training.’ ”  The rest is history. 
 
Angell’s first New Yorker nonfiction baseball essay, “The Old Folks behind Home,” ran as a 
Sporting Scene column in the April 7, 1962 issue. It is such a classic piece of Angell work 
that I include a link here to the article, and invite you to read it yourself. You won’t be sorry.  
The Old Folks behind Home. 
 

LA VIDA 
 
In No Place, author Joe Bonomo refers to a wonderful piece written by Angell in the summer 
of 1987 which, for perspective, was our third year of competition in the Hot Stove League, 
and the last time that Big Guy’s Tigers etched their name on The Cup, besting my own then-
Royals by the total of 15,316 to 14,976 points. It was also the first year in the HSL for 
SloPay, whose Pirates finished in fourth place, and for Sunny, whose Blues finished in dead 
last, by a fair margin.3   As described by Bonomo, “La Vida” “explores” the men who spend 
decades in baseball, “gamers” such as Baltimore Orioles Earl Weaver and (then California) 
Angels owner Gene Autry.  Worth sharing with my baseball brothers, here’s the link to “La 
Vida,” which is included in Angell’s book Season Ticket, published in 1988. 
 

HUB FANS BID KID ADIEU 
 
And lastly, No Place revisits the John Updike article published in The New Yorker on October 
20, 1960, about the great Ted Williams’ final game at Fenway Park on September 28, 1960, 
in which the Splendid Splinter hit a home run in his final major league at-bat. This article, 

 
2 The first one being “Baseball--The Perfect Game” in May 1954 and the second being “Farewell, My 
Giants!” for the May 1958 issue. 
3 Not to pick a scab on an old wound, Jon, just stating the facts. 
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famously titled “Hub Fans Bid Kid Adieu,” according to Bonomo, gives the impression of Up-
dike writing an Angell essay before Angell did.  Provided herewith for your reading pleasure 
at the following link, enjoy this historic literary read.   
 
Having now accomplished my goal of providing you with some great baseball reading for the 
long holiday weekend, the Skipper now bids you all adieu. 
 
Have a safe and enjoyable Thanksgiving holiday, whatever form it might take. 
 
 
Skipper 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Added by Linda--I was planning on being 

apolitical this issue--Skip.) 
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