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Brethren: 
 
 
In light of the absence of Hot Stove League standings, team and player totals to share at this 
time, and inspired by all of the baseball, football and basketball replays which we now find as 
part of our regular television programming, FTB has decided to republish a few highlights (or 
lowlights, as the case may be) from prior Hot Stove League Seasons, starting with a repeat 
of the summary of our unforgettable California Dreamin’ HSL trip in August of 1993, as orig-
inally published on August 12, 1993 in Edition No. 18 of the league organ, as follows: 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Bob Gibson and Stan Musial,  
Spring Training 1961, Tampa Bay 

Angry no more. 

FROM THE BULLPEN 
 

               2020 Campaign Edition No. 4 April 17, 2020              
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* * * * * * * * * * * 
 

AND THAT’S NOT ALL, fellas.  Because of the curious absence from the 1993 HSL Trip by one 
of our founding members, shortly thereafter we provided you with the following Top Ten List: 
 

TOP TEN LIST OF REASONS POSSUM1 
FAILED TO SHOW FOR THE 1993 TRIP 

 
10. Gets great personal satisfaction out of ly-

ing to other League owners. 
 
9. Couldn't pass tip two days of churning and 

burning clients through stock market flim-
flam. 

 
8. Secretly despises baseball. 
 
7. Terrified of running into former gay play-

mates in Southern California area. 
 
6. Afraid of being assigned to room with 

Curby (also known as Magpie and Gums 
Flapping Plenty, if you will recall). 

 
5. Fearful that spouse and children will pack 

everything and leave while he was gone. 
 
4. Awaiting SEC summons for securities 

fraud. 
 
3. Secretly despises McBlunder. 
 
2. Already close to financial ruin - cost of trip 

would push him over edge. 
 

 
1 PAwesome had not yet reached the achievement mark whereupon his name was upgraded to reflect 
same, so he will be referred to here by the old, but apt and well-deserved name of “Possum." 
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1. Afraid of being ditched in Tijuana by fed-
up fellow managers. 

 
And of course this was such a memorable trip that it spawned the creation of a commemora-
tive T-shirt, which will always be one of the favorites in my closet. In case any of you have 
discarded yours, and have forgotten what it looks like, here you go:  
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And on the back side: 
 

 
 
 

2020 TRIP 
 
Although I don’t think we should scrap it just yet, our planned HSL junket to Baltimore and 
DC in early June is clearly in jeopardy due to the COVID-19 pandemic. I hope that we can all 
be flexible and find a way to watch a major league game or two together this season, if indeed 
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we have live baseball to watch this summer. Somewhere, sometime, please. We can’t let a 
damn virus end our 35-year skein of HSL trips. 
 

SHORT STOPS 
 

• This past Monday, the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 13 near-disaster, we watched the 
movie Apollo 13. What a great cinematic depiction of an almost unbelievable rescue 
from near-certain death. Tom Hanks was terrific, of course, but Clint Howard’s role is 
so underrated. 
 

• We also watched the jarringly racist movie from 1950 entitled “No Way Out,” in which 
a black doctor (Sidney Poitier’s film debut) is forced to provide medical care for two 
racist prisoners, including Richard Widmark. Not a comfortable film to watch, but eye-
opening. 
 

• Did anyone else read the report on Roy Halladay’s death2 which revealed that he had 
multiple drugs on board at the time and that he was engaged in performing multiple 
stunts with his aircraft, at one point flying at high speed only 5 feet above the surface 
of the water? That wasn’t the way I wanted to remember this gutsy mound warrior. 
 

• R.I.P. Glenn Beckert, a top-notch second baseman for the Cubs in the 1960s and ’70s, 
and by all reports a good guy.  
 

 

 

2     
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BOREDOM BEATERS 
 

I have heard of lots of creative ways that people have been dealing with the boredom and 
monotony of being sheltered in place, and I think that we should share of few of these ideas 
just between us kids to help each other out.  Here is one of ours:  last Saturday night (and 
probably tomorrow night) Michele and I had a “pub crawl” at our house, each of us picking 
two locations and two different adult beverages, and then enjoying said refreshments in said 
spots.  While not original—we heard the idea from someone else—it was fun. 
 
What other ways have each of you found to stave off the boredom, that you can share with 
the rest of us, eh?  Would love to hear from you. 

 
IN CLOSING 

 
Okay, enough blither-blather for this week. Hope you all are staying safe and well and rea-
sonably sane. If you need a little pick-me-up after yet another week of social distancing, 
remember what has become our couples credo as we deal with the pandemic:  
 

Alcohol IS the answer! 
 
Yours in brotherly bonds, 
 
Skipper 
 
 
 

 


